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Introduction:
1. Can we trust the Bible? Yes! 
2. There are many reasons to trust we have is true and from God! 
The Lesson:
I. Jesus and His Words
A. Jesus said His words would never pass away, Mark 13:31. His words are from above! 
1. They are Divine in every way and will remain.
2. His words have continued to be proven true, Matthew 28:6.
B. The words of Jesus will remain as will the rest of the word of God, Jeremiah 36.
II. The Dead Sea Scrolls
A. The discovery of 931 documents found in the Qumran caves in Israel is powerful evidence. 
1. They contain fragments and manuscripts of all the books in the Old Testament except for Esther reaffirmed that the ancient copies of manuscripts from where our Old Testament has come were accurate in every way.
2. Before their discovery the oldest known complete Hebrew manuscript of the OT was the Masoretic text (made by Jewish scribes called Masoretes) known as the Ben Asher Codex.
3. This Codex dates to 1008 A.D and was about 1,000 years after the last OT book was written (around 325 B.C.)
4. The Ben Asher Codex served for translations of the Old Testament such as in the King James Version, a scholarly standard edition of the Hebrew Bible, Kittel’s Biblia Hebraica. 
5. The Ben Asher Codex is in the public library of Leningrad Russia. 
B. The so what? The Dead Sea Scrolls are 1,000 years earlier than the Masoretic Ben Asher Codex confirm that what we had was accurate in every way. 
1. The Isaiah scroll, found in Cave #1 dates to 125 B.C. 
2. It proves to be identical to modern versions of Isaiah in more than 95% of the text. The 5% variation differs in basic name spellings, and it does not affect basic doctrine. 
3. The Dead Sea Scroll reaffirms what many have already known and believed.
III. The Historical Accuracy of the Scriptures
A. Details concerning historical people, places, and events in scripture have been proven true. 
1. The Archaeologist King: 
a. It is an ancient find that describes a much more ancient find. 
b. The inscription – by Nebuchadnezzar II, King of Babylon, and conqueror of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. – records that the cylinder was specially prepared to commemorate the discovery, during excavations of a temple’s foundation of ancient inscriptions of Naram-Sin, King of Akkad some 1700 years earlier. 
2. The Cyrus Cylinder.
a. Found in the 1859 records words from King Cyrus. 
b. He was foretold by name more than one hundred years by the Prophet Isaiah 44:28,45:1. The Cylinder speaks of this Persian King giving release to those held captive by the Babylonians and others. 
3. Jesus spoke of the Destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, Matthew 24:1-2. 
a. The Prophecy of Jesus came to pass in 70 A.D. 
b. The Temple was destroyed exactly as Jesus foretold. 
4. The Pilate Stone: 
a. Found in 1961 in Caesarea Maritima. 
b. Inscription for Tiberius points to the reliability of the gospel writers, Luke 3:1-2. 
B. Entire classes could be spent on this subject. In fact, there was a class just like that here! 
IV. Translations
A. While we don’t have the original writings of the New Testament, we do have copies of them. 
1. Thousands of manuscripts allow us to know for certain that we have is accurate. 
2. There are more manuscripts of the New Testament than any other ancient document. 
B. Why do we need to know about translations? 
1. To know and understand God’s word. 
2. The Bible you hold in your hand is a translation from Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. 
C. What is a translation or version?
1. It is a rendering of something from one language to another language. 
2. When I preached in the Bronx NY in 2016, Gardner Hall translated my English to Spanish.
D. Should we even have translations? 
1. Yes! So that people of all tongues to can read and understand God’s word.  
2. Consider the Day of Pentecost. The apostles received power from the Holy Spirit. 
a. They began to speak in tongues (languages), Acts 2:4-11.
b. They spoke in a variety of languages. Why? Because in their audience were people from different nations and different languages. 
3. Yet they needed to hear the gospel of Jesus. So do people all nations: Translations!
E. How long have translations been around? 
1. The Greek Septuagint is a translation of the Hebrew Old Testament in the Days of Jesus. 
a. The New Testament was written in Greek. 
b. But before it came the Old Testament translated into Greek. 
c. “It was in God’s providence that the Septuagint by its language and vocabulary would open up the way for the gospel in a world dominated by Greek.” It known in manuscripts as “according to the seventy,” we generally refer to it by Latin name, “Septuagint.” [footnoteRef:1]  [1:  How we got the Bible page 146] 

d. This translation was made in the third to second centuries B.C. in Alexandria Egypt.
e. “Jesus quoted from the LXX in Matthew 22:32 as He quoted from Exodus 3:6. A translation from Hebrew to Greek did not alter the fact that the message remained the word of God.” [footnoteRef:2] [2:  The Bible on trial, Wayne Jackson page 110] 

f. “Scholars generally agree that the Septuagint is not as reliable a translation as is the Hebrew text of the Old Testament. Yet despite this reality, the New Testament frequently quotes it. However, as one author observed, ‘The writers of the New Testament appear to have been so careful to give the true sense of the Old Testament, that they forsook the Septuagint versions whenever it did not give that sense.’” [footnoteRef:3] [3:  The Bible on trial, Wayne Jackson, page 110] 

2. Bible translations have been around for a long time. 
F. Has the Bible come through several translations? 
1. Some bring up the idea of the telephone game when it comes to Bible translations. 
2. That translations simply borrowed from other translations, and we have lost the original words and message of Jesus. That’s not the case. 
3. “Our modern Greek text may be described as a reconstructed or restored text. Only two alternatives are available if we seek to print a Greek text. Either we can select one manuscript and make it the standard text, or we can consult a number of manuscripts and authorities and by comparison reconstruct a text which we feel is like the original. If we choose the former course, we are destined to failure, for no one manuscript is free from obvious scribal errors. If we choose the latter course, we will be assured of getting much closer to the original New Testament autographs. For this reason, the latter course has always been followed in the printing of the Greek New Testament. This means that our modern text is an edition of the New Testament text restored through all the aids of textual criticism. 
4. What are the authorities for restoring the text? 
a. Manuscripts: The first and primary source of information in restoring the text are manuscripts of the original language, which for the New Testament would be Greek manuscripts. 
b. Versions: The Bible was translated by early Christians into many tongues. In addition to the Syriac, the Latin, and the Coptic, other versions – the Armenian, the Gothic, the Ethiopic, and the Georgian – made their appearance in the early centuries of the Christian era. Surely these translations will furnish much helpful information. They had to be made from some type of Greek text, and to find out what type of text each represents provides us with an independent line of witnesses. 
c. Early Christian Writers: Early Christian wrote extensively about their religion and quoted frequently from their sacred writings. They lived near the end of the first century, in the second century, and shortly afterward. Volume after volume of these ‘Church Fathers’ have been preserved, many of which are literally filled with quotations of the New Testament. These early Christians possessed copies of the Scriptures which naturally are older than our manuscripts today. How their many quotations read certainly tells us much concerning the ancient Bible of the primitive church. 
d. Indeed, as Professor Bruce Metzger has pointed out, ‘so extensive are these citations that if all other sources for our knowledge of the text of the New Testament were destroyed, they would be sufficient alone for the reconstruction of practically the entire New Testament.
e. The manuscripts, the versions, citations from early Christian writings – these are the tools available when we undertake to restore the primitive text of the New Testament. Using these tools with discretion, it is possible to come so near the original autographs that we can all but grasp them in our hands.” [footnoteRef:4] [4:  How we got the Bible, Lightfoot page 106] 

G. What about Errors or Discrepancies?
1. What if someone told you that there are 200,000 errors in the New Testament? 
2. Would that rattle your faith? It would for some. But there’s more than meets the eye! 
a. First: One should replace the word “Error” with “Textual Variants.”  
b. Second: “This kind of large number is gained by counting all the variations in all the manuscripts (above 5,600). For example, if one slight variant were to occur in 4,000 different manuscripts, this would amount to “4,000” errors. But this is how one can arrive at the large number of 200,000 “errors.” A person is either unlearned or of a skeptical mind who tries to take this large number of variations and use it in such a way as to undermine one’s faith in the word of God.” [footnoteRef:5] [5:  How we got the Bible, Lightfoot page 96] 

3. Most are trivial variations which are of no consequence to the text. Many of them are so minute that they can’t be represented in translation. For example, in Acts 18:24, Is it “Apollos” or “Apelle” or “Apollonios?”
4. In all these cases, we have an abundance of information that enables us, even in trivial matters, to make a concrete decision as to the likely reading of the original text. And even if we did not have this information, if we were left completely in the dark with reference to such things as spelling, word order, and other comparative minutia, still we would not be in danger of losing the Divine Revelation. [footnoteRef:6] Other variations are more serious.  [6:  Ibid page 98] 

5. What about Mark 16:9-20? 
a. You have evidence in both directions with respect to early manuscripts and later manuscripts. The evidence against it rests upon the Vatican and Sinaitic Manuscripts from the fourth century, and are our very best manuscripts and as textual witnesses are acknowledged as being in a class by themselves. 
b. The earliest known manuscript of the Old Syriac, the earliest known manuscript of the Latin Vulgate, a large number of Armenian manuscripts, and so forth. 
c. But in favor for it are several manuscripts: the Alexandrian, the Ephraem, Codex Bezae, other early uncials, all late uncials and minuscules…
d. There’s also a statement from Irenaeus, an early Christian writer, which clearly shows the existence of Mark 16:9-20 in the second century and believed Mark was its author. 
e. It is important to note that the truthfulness of this passage is not in dispute. The main events of Mark 16:9-20 are recorded elsewhere, so at any rate we’re not in danger of forfeiting heavenly treasure. 
6. Some may be nervous hearing things like this, but there is nothing to fear. 
7. What we have is true in every way. The reason we can so scrutinize these passages is because we have so much evidence to ensure we get it RIGHT! 
V. We Can Trust the New Testament Writers
A. The New Testament writers didn’t make up the story of Jesus. 
1. Rather, they carefully recorded the events concerning Jesus, Luke 1:1-4. 
2. They were honest men guided by the Holy Spirit who faithfully recorded what they saw. 
a. They included numerous embarrassing details about themselves, Matthew 16:24-25. 
b. They included embarrassing details about Jesus, John 6:66.
c. They carefully distinguished Jesus’ words from their own, Acts 20:35. 
d. They included events about the Resurrection that they would not have invented. 
e. They include at least 30 historically confirmed public figures in their writings. 
f. They challenge their readers to check out verifiable facts, even facts about miracles. 
g. They describe miracles like other historical events: simple, unembellished accounts. 
h. They abandoned their long-held sacred beliefs and practices, adopted new ones, and did not deny their testimony under persecution or threat of death.
B. The New Testament documents we have were written before the end of the first century. 
1. Early church fathers like Clement, Ignatius, and Polycarp (A.D. 95-110) quoted passages out of 25 of 27 books in the New Testament. 
2. The New Testament documents were already being circulated at a rapid pace! 
Conclusion:
1. The Bible is the word of God! It is trustworthy in every way! 
2. It continues to be scrutinized in every way imaginable and continues to pass every test. 
3. Remember the empty tomb of Jesus! It is a historical fact Jesus is risen! Believe the witnesses. 
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